N .*, 2 _ 

0 wy * OY L * 4 - 
«Ht * Ar,” 2 7 + 
SLOW oy boy oy” of 


—Y W AE Tone, WY £4 * * 1 * 
- - 0 5 * * 


— Ph 4p R \ o 
- —_ nth, Th 
* 
. * 
82 
1 


* 
wet 
I A Ty 
a - 
a. 1 


| 
+ # > 


* 


[8.7 - * 
. 
. d * 


= 


o 


= * 
# 4 . 4 © a7 » 
— + I 
4 A . 
N 
* 2 * 4 a; * 


44 
* 


- 


"4 


=_ - 
* 


l LATELY PUBLISHED == . 1 


„ . FOHN CLAYTON: : 


9 3 — 4 : 
| | N 1 ö 
* * . 
15 * * 

{ \.. a= 


LY 


| THREE LETTERS A 
| | To 


A F RIE N D. 1 


BY A PROTESTANT DISS ENTER. | | 


/ 


} 


That the people might learn to kiſs the rod of power with devotion, and, becom - | fe 
ing ſlaves by principle, reverence the yoke, prieſts were inſtructed to teach Ne 
ſpeculative deſpotiſm, aud graft on religious affections ſyſtems of civil : Ik 
FY rann. ; 2 85 


MACAULAY's REIGN QF CHARLES t. 11 
2 > . 


nt fo 


- 
1 . 


- « » WY 
”- _— — * 1 14 
- 9 = 
, <A 
1 , = 


LONDON: 


. ; 7 — * 
» 


' PRINTED FOR J. JOHNSON, N* 78, ST, PAUL'S CHURCH YARD. = 
$7.95 


TT 


— 


898 


The Friend to whom theſe Letters were ad- 
dreſſed (and to whom the writer could not 

eaſily refuſe any requeſt he might chooſe to 

make) thought the publication of them would 
render a little ſervice to the cauſe of truth and 
liberty.—If the reader ſhould form a different 

opinion, he will not loſe much time in diſcover- 

ing that theſe pages were unworthy of his at- 

tention : and, ſhould he aſk why one Diſſenter 

employs himſelf to expoſe the falſe reaſonings of 
another, he is deſired to recolleft that Diſſent- 

ers, when they underſtand their principles, can 
have no party-attachments ſeparate from the 

intereſis of truth and virtue. 


London, Aug. 19, 1791. 
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A SE R M O N, &. 


LIT TIN I. 


DEAR SIR, 


As you condeſcend to aſk my opinion of a 
Sermon lately delivered at the King's Weigh- 
houſe, I ſnatch a few moments from very 
unſuitable engagements to anſwer your en- 
quiry: and I more freely attempt this, as 
I apprehend it can be no labour to ſhew that, 
while the general influence of Chriſtianity is 
molt friendly to all the duties of domeſtie 
life, thoſe precepts which reſpe& the ne- 
ceſlary ſubordinations of ſociety by no means 
forbid any wiſe and well-timed exertions in 
favour of the civil happineſs of our own coun- 
try, or the larger brotherhood of mankind. 

A 3 I confeſs 


* 

I confeſs it ſurpriſed me, at the end of the 
eighteenth century, to hear that Chriſtians, 
if they enjoy the free exerciſe of religious 
worſhip, are forbid to interfere in the civil 
affairs of the country in which they happen 
to dwell; for, if civil government be a prin- 
ciple of vaſt energy to accelerate or retard 
the progreſs of knowledge and happineſs 
through the world, it can ſcarcely be ſup- 
poſed that the Author of nature, whoſe pro- 
vidence leads man into ſociety, ſhould com- 
mit the excluſive management of an engine 
ſo powerful to men whoſe nobleſt motive of 
action cannot go beyond the pleaſure of doing 
good, ſeparate from a ſenſe of divine appro- 
bation ; for this deſcription will, 1 fear, cha- 
racterize the beſt men in a Chriſtian coun- 
try, who do not act habitually under e in- 
fluence of the goſpel. $2 

We acknowledge, with devout gratitude, 
that the perfection and permanence of the 
heavenly ſtate are our ſweeteſt conſolation 
when we contemplate the diſorders incident 
to the beſt formed ſocieties upon earth; 
and it became a religion, which propoſed to 
raiſe man to immortality by a ſhort probation 
in this world, to degrade all preſent objects, 
in 
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in compariſon of thoſe which are future. It 
was worthy of a Teacher who came from 
God to ſay, ** Labour not for the meat that 
periſheth, but for that which endureth to 
eternal life.“ Yet, while this precept nei- 
ther ſuſpends the induſtry of the huſband- 
man or the mechanic, nor forbids the mer- 
chant to purſue the gains of commerce even 
beyond the ſtrict line of neceſſity, I am at a 
loſs to diſcern how the ſpiritual nature of 
Chriſt's kingdom (for it is not of this world) 
can hinder, or even excuſe, the Chriſtian from 
doing every thing in his power to meliorate 
the civil condition of any kingdom upon 
earth, to which his influence may extend. 

But let us reſort to the Law and the Teſti- 
mony ; for paſſages of Scripture, torn from 
their connection, after being employed in 
the laſt; age to juſtify the deſpotiſm of the 
Stuarts, are now produced before a congre- 
gation of Diſſenters to teach the principles of 
paſſive obedience ; and, ſo fluctuating are hu- 
man opinions, that the moſt ſervile doctrines 
are heard with approbation by men whoſe an- 
ceſtors proſcribed the harangues of Sibthorpe 
and Mainwaring as libels on the rights of their 
country; and in the place where Dr. Wilton, a 
| A 4 Chriſtian 


3 

Chriſtian of no common character, ſo lately 
laboured in the cauſe of active piety and uni- 
verſal benevolence: the firſt principle of mo- 
nachiſm is inculcated with zeal, if not with 
acrimony; for what is the firſt principle of 
monachiſm but an indifference to the intereſts 
of ſociety, under the pretence of an excluſive 
attachment to religious obſervances? That 
numbers have retired, to cells and deſerts, 
whoſe motives we muſt approve, while we 
regret their ſuperſtitions, I am well diſpoſed 
to admit ; but I apprehend, the men who in 
our times moſt affect to ſpeak of this life as 
a pilgrimage, and of its concerns as trifles 
beneath their attention, have no deſign to 
emulate the laborious poverty of the monks 
of Bangor, or the rigid auſterities of the her- 
mits of Thebais. I fear they may rather be 


characterized by a deſcription of modern An- 
chorites: 


« Theſe in a cloiſter's dark receſs immur'd, 
From the black fin of doing good ſecur'd, 
Doe out their days, by no kind virtue bleſs'd, 
Eaſe all their aim, and all their ſtudy reſt.“ 


But I have reached the bounds of my let- 
ter without properly entering on the ſubject 
that occaſioned it. If your partiality ſhould 

excuſe 
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excuſe all that your judgment cannot approve 
in theſe haſty obſervations, I may take an- 
other opportunity to look into this extraor- 
dinary ſermon, which would caſt Locke and 
Hoadley into the ſhade, that Filmer and 
Bolingbroke may come once more into day- 
light. I ſay Bolingbroke; for, though Mr. 
Clayton may not be aware of his noble com- 
pany, he is a follower of that ſpecious infidel 
in confining the duties of the Chriſtian Ci- 
tizen within the contracted circle of paſſive 
obediencg. 


1 am, dear Sir, yours. 


22 — — 


Me” * r 
— 2 — — - | 
Po 4 23 RY n 3 | 
. * n — 22 "1 * A Y 4 4 , N 
a ads. * S 
” ww ”% — * as \ 
. 2 +4 
4A ” - 


LE-:1-1-ER. IL 


DEAR SIR, 


Y ov would ſmile to hear of an architect who 
ſhould ſtudy the books of Moſes with a de- 
deſign to conſtruct a European dwelling ac- 
cording to the pattern of the tabernacle in the 
wilderneſs ; but you would be in danger of 
violating all the forms of gravity if this man 
ſhould declare that every builder muſt reſort for 
inſtruction in his art to the writings of the 
Jewiſh lawgiver ; yet, perhaps, they are not 
more wiſely employed who would confine 
the rights and duties of citizens by thoſe hints 
on the ſubject of government which are in- 
cidentally delivered in the New Teſtament, 
for only hints can be expected from a book 
which no more deſigned to teach the ſcience 
of legiſlation, than to detail the principles of 
commerce, or to lecture on the art of heat- 
ing. But let us examine the few paſſages in 


which 


p L 1100 
which the ſacred writers ſpeak of govern- 
ment, and then hear Mr. Clayton's opt- 
nion of the paſſive influence their doctrines 
ſhould have on all the diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

I am aſhamed, at this period of improve- 
ment in Great Britain, to attempt to ſhew 
that the apoſtles did not teach 


The right divine of kings to govern wrong; 


Nor 


The enormous faith of many made for one. 


But my apology muſt be, that when 
the accuſation is repeated it ſhould be an- 
ſwered, and you will not long be detained, 
for I can find only three paſſages of the apoſ- 
tolic ſcriptures that concern the ſubject of 
government. In the 13th chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, St. Paul, in the midſt 
of a beautiful enumeration of the virtues 
which the lives of Chriſtians ought to exem- 
plify, inculcates a profound reſpect for the 
uſeful inſtitution of magiſtracy, and an obe- 
dient regard to the Jaws that regulated the 
ſociety of which they were a part. Theſe 
precepts 


( 12] 
precepts were moſt ſuitably addreſſed to 
Jewiſh converts, who, from the prejudices 
of their early habits, muſt be peculiarly averſe 
to the political interference of a heathen ma- 
giſtrate; and it was wiſe and ſeaſonable to 
admoniſh Gentile convetts, that they, an in- 
conſiderable minority, ſhould not, on account 
of their peculiar privileges as the people of 
God, preſume to any ſuperiority over their 
countrymen, on ſubjects of civil polity ; for 
the annals of later ages ſhew that the claim 
of the ſaints to an earthly dominion was a 
principle which Chriſtians of. a warm imagi- 
nation might be ready to aſſume ; but, if St. 
Paul deſigned to inculcate ſuch a reſpect for 
the exiſting government as precluded all 
efforts to reform it, we are brought to a point 
where no Chriſtian would wiſh to arrive; for 
this exemplary friend of man, a patriot of 
the world, ſecond only to his divine Maſter, 
is made to ſanction one of the moſt execra- 
ble tyrannies that ever degraded human 
nature. I appeal to any ſchool-boy, who 


has looked into the Roman hiſtory, whe- 
ther I miſrepreſent the adminiſtration of 


Nero. 


I cannot 
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T cannot quit this paſſage of St. Paul with- 
out recommending to your notice a ſermon 


on the Origin and Uſe of Civil Govern- 
„ ment,” by a diflenting miniſter in your 


neighbourhood, who, on a memorable occa- 


ſion, inculcated upon his friends a paramount 


reverence for the uſeful office of a chief ma- 


giſtrate, without omitting all proper reſpect 
for the virtues of the man who ſuſtains it; 


and I am ſorry to add, that, while he was 


thus employed, ſome of his brethren were 
inconſiderately offering to a Prince of Brunſ- 
wick the obſolete flattery which was fabri- 
cated for the Houſe of Stuart. 

It is needleſs to trouble you with any re- 
marks on the paſſage in 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2; for no 
man who obſerves the important effects of 
civil government, under any form in which 
it happens to be eſtabliſhed, can doubt- its 
being a moſt ſuitable object to recommend 
to the divine ſuperintendance, ** That we 
« may lead quiet and peaccable lives, in god- 
5 lineſs and honeſty,” 

In the ſecond chapter of the firſt epiltle of 
Peter that apoſtle appears to have the ſame 
deſign with Paul, which he more particu- 
larly 


11 


larly expreſſes, Having your converſation 
% honeſt among the Gentiles ;** and we 
know the early apologiſts for Chriſtianity glo- 
Tied. in the fact, that few, if any, Chriſtians 
were brought before the tribunal of the ma- 
giſtrate on a criminal proceſs. But can we 
fail to diſtinguiſh between a Chriſtian's invad- 
ing the rights of his neighbour or the order 
of ſociety, and his uſing wife and peaceable 


methods to improve the government under 


which he lives, though he ſhould be accuſed 
by our author as a ** diſturber of what is at 
< reſt,” while, during this edifying repoſe, 
the Lord's ſupper,” according to the ſame 
gentleman, „is perverted to a ſecular pur- 


< poſe, and the croſs of Chriſt is inſulted by 


*. perſons eager to preſs into the temple of 
„% Mammon ?” 3 
Inſtead of the haſty view of the ſubject 1 
have been able to offer you, I think a man of 
leiſure might eaſily ſhew, not merely that 
Paul left to Chriſtians the right to improve 
their ſituation which they before poſſeſſed as 
men, but that this great man had conceived 
a noble idea of the true deſign of all political 
inſtitutions, a deſign which the moſt popular 
form 
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form of government that provides for an ade- 
quate executive power will be moſt likely to 
accomplith ; for the records of all ages ſhew 
that the deſpotic forms have, in no tolerable 
degree, attained this end; the private hiſ- 
tory of Lettres de Cachet and the regiſter 
of the Baſtile would, I think, abundantly 
declare this. I rejoice with you that theſe 
engines of oppreſſion exiſt now only in ſtory, 


and hope Mr. Clayton (as the National Af- 


ſembly is now the powers that be“) will not 


forbid the joy, unleſs the champion of chi- 
valry has taught him to reſpe& the king's 


caſtle at Paris, 

I propoſed to examine what our author 
alledges for the paſſive influence of the goſ- 
pel precepts, but I am averſe to trifle with 
your time and my own, by a ſerious confu- 
tation of a piece ſo deſtitute of argument. 
Let us look at a few of the plauſibilities that 
ſupply their place. If the text, © who made 
„ me a judge or a divider over you?“ has 
any connection with the ſubject of the ſer- 


mon, we are taught a doctrine quite new to 


me, and, I think, not generally received. I 
always ſuppoſed that we followed the exam- 
: ple 


T 39 Þ 


ple of Chriſt by performing the duties in- 
cumbent upon s, with ſomewhat of that 
ſpirit and temper with which he accom- 


pliſhed the deſigns of his heavenly Father; 
but now it appears that we are peculiarly 


to regard the 4nd of duties which our Sa- 
viour performed; and, becauſe it was foreign 
to the purpoſe of his miſſion to interfere in 


the affairs of the Jewiſh or Roman govern- 


ment, his diſciples (unleſs in the caſe of he- 
reditary right) muſt not aſſume the cha- 
racter of politicians. Follow this principle to 
an obvious conſequence, and you and I ſhould 


abandon the purſuits of merchandize, and 


reſign the conveniences which our rank in 
ſociety allow us, becauſe the Son of man 


ſaſtained an indigent character, and bad not 
where to lay his head. 

I paſs over ſeveral pages which proceed, 
on the ſame falſe ground, of an attention to 


the nature of the duties performed by Chriſt 


and his apoſtles, ' rather than to the temper 
by which they were actuated, and come to 
our author's appeal to the ſpirit of religion, 
and its genuine tendencies as experienced 


„ by the Chriftian in his retired hours,” 


Here 
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Here I anticipate the laſt page of the ſermon, 
and aſk a ſerious queſtion, Who among the 
diſciples of Chriſt is moſt ſuitably employed, 
he who invokes ſucceſs on fleets and armies, 
leaving it to the diſcretion of his governors, 
whether they ſhall invade the liberty of the 
American, or prolong the deſpotitm of the Turk, 
(except by the influence of his prayers on the 
council of the cabinet), or he, who hav- 
ing prayed to the Giver of all good, that peace 
might flow through the nations like a mighty 
river, uſes every effort in his power to give 
a pacific tendency to the governments of 
the earth ? 

And, ſhould this Chriſtian hold an opinion, 
juſtified by preſent appearances in the world, 


that an inclination to peace will prevail with 


the influence of the people, who, in every 


event, muſt be the victims of war ; what 
ſenſe of duty ſhall hinder him from conferring 
with his fellow-citizens, and employing his 
religion, not to reſtrain, but to regulate, the 
exerciſe of his political character? Mr, C 
admits that ** hereditary and elected legiſ- 
5 lators in England are not commanded to 
quit their ſtation and duty; inferior ma- 

B „ giſtrates 
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c giſtrates are not required to relinquiſh their 
«© office; the private citizen, who has by 
© the laws a right of ſuffrage, may diſpoſe 
of his vote according as his judgment ſhall 
& determine :** but, alas! for the frecholders 
of London! for the Chriſtian citizens of Man- 
cheſter and Birmingham! till the electors of 
Looe and Old Sarum vouchſafe a portion of 
their privileges, your political exertions muſt 

be confined to the deyotions of the cloſet. 
The latter part of this Sermon, in which 
the author proſcribes a mm/ter's interference 
in political affairs, ſhould rather be examined 
by one of his brethren; but you and I have 
long maintained what ſome may call a level- 
ling principle on this ſubject; we think a 
miniſter is merely a member of a religious 
ſociety, choſen to preſide for the ſake of or- 
der and edification ; and, though the decorum 
of religious ſervices ſhould ever be maintained, 
he has rights in ſociety which he muſt not 
abandon, for who elſe ſhall preſerve them to 
his children? We regret that the forms of 
ordination among diſſenters affect ſome ap- 
pearances of a ſucceſſion of ſpiritual power, 
and, with a ſolemn peculiarity of habit, ſerve 
to 
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to keep up an awful diſtinction between the 
miniſter and the man; but, however Chriſ- 
tians may ſpeculate about the clerical charac- 
ter, it was ſcarcely to be expected that the 
politics of a layman or a divine ſhould have 
diſcredited the religion or the abilities of 
either in a country where Milton lived and 
wrote, and among a denomination of difſen- 
ters who cannot fail to reſpect the character 
of Doctor Owen, an unduubted politician, 
but not, as I ever heard, an idle, goſſipping, 
„ convivial perſon,” which, it ſeems, is 
the ſad effect of modern politics among 
« ſound preachers.” : 

Mr. C {catters his firebrands in ſo care- 


| Jeſs a manner, that I will not accuſe him of a 


deſign to trample on the aſhes' of his re- 
ſpectable predeceſſor; though I would appeal to 
any one who knew Doctor Wilton, whether he 
was not a political miniſter, in the conſtruc- 
tion of this ſermon. I was indebted to him, 
in early life, for many ſalutary inſtructions; 
but his character, which lives ur the remem- 
brance of his cotemporaries, 1s above the need 
of my encomium ; and indeed no man's repu- 


tation can be injured by cenſures delivered in 
B 2 the 
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the ſtyle of this ſermon; but a conſideration 
of the meekneſs of wiſdom, with which the 
author would convince gainſayers, may be 
the employment of another letter, if you 
ſhould not be weary of the ſubject. That 
we may enjoy the moſt animating hopes of a 
future world, while we uſe every effort in 


our power to improve the preſent, is the 
with of, 


Dear Sir, yours, 
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' DEAR SIR, 


T noven the overthrow of kingdoms is ge- 
nerally accompliſhed by the power of an open 
enemy, yet I believe, in the atfair of reputa- 
tion, men and ſocicties are chiefly endan- 
gered by the officious interference of real or 
pretended friends; and this I think will be 
the caſe with the Proteſtant Diflenters, fo 


far as the Sermon of Mr. Clayton may have 


influence. 

We were involved with other reſpectable 
citizens in the cenſures of men whoſe heads 
or hearts (I allude to an admired writer) 
could not allow them to rejoice in the hap- 
pineſs of twenty-five millions of people, and 
who were either unwilling or unable to diſ- 
tinguiſh between an effort to improve the 
regulations of ſociety, and a deſign to aboliſh 
them: men whoſe aſſortment of argument 
is ſo ſcanty, that, when they would revile 
the legiſlators of France, they are obliged 
to fit up the den of the Baſtile as a King's 
8 B 3 caſtle, 


1 

caſtle, and to deck proſtitution in the habit 
of virtue. | 

I hope we ſhall ever eſteem their hoſtility 
beyond their applauſe, whether they dart 
upon us from the cobwebs of the Bodleian, 
or fally out upon the forlorn ſteed of 
chivalry. But Mr, C. is of another opinion, 
and appears in the curious character of an un- 
commiſſioned repreſentative of a large body 
of the Diſſenters: theſe, I apprehend, will 
wiſh he had waited for his inſtructions, and 
be ready to exclaim, ** Non tali auxilio nec 
defenſoribus iſtis.” At leaſt this will. be 
the language of our friend ——, Who, 
though no Chriſtian, can differ more widely 
in ſentiment from Dr. Prieſtley, yet had the 
magnanimity to lament, in the moſt public 


manner, that ſo uſeful a citizen could not 


enjoy peace and protection, in a country that 
boaſts of her well-ordered policy. 

I am not ſurpriſed that a writer whoſe 
charity is contracted within the circle of his 
own ideas of truth (ſo I underſtand him, 
p- 9, but ſuppreſs the de/icate alluſion), 
ſhould be diſpoſed to quarrel with the Uni- 
tarian Diſſenters. Dr. Watts would teach 


him that there is ſomething facred in diſ- 
8 a treſs 
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treſs which ſhould not be touched by a rude 
- hand;” and, though it is a favourite ſtrata- 
gem of war to attack an enemy when the 
ſtorm happens to beat in his face, I never 
underſtood that this was a principle of C 
tian tactics. A great maſter of the ſcience 
ſays, „If thine enemy hunger, feed him, 
and overcome evil with good.“ I have men- 
tioned enemies among Chriſtians, but I re- 
tract the unworthy idea. As a man would 


wiſh his belief to be the reſult of knowledge 


rather than of ignorance, I have occaſionally 
looked into authors of various ſentiments ; 
and in reply to the aſperſions ſcattered through 
this Sermon, and collected in the fourth and 
fifth pages, I venture to aſſert, (without a 
fear of being contradicted by evderce,) that 
no writers have paid more reſpect to the vir- 
tuous zeal of the reformers than thoſe Chriſ- 
tians who deviate from the doctrines of the 
_ ſixteenth century. But what is the autho- 
rity of ages or of men,—what are reformers 
in Britain or in Poland, to the man who is 
occupied by this ſerious queſtion, ** What 
does the Lord thy God require of hee?“ 

In looking at the author's treatment of the 
Unitarians I have no need to conſider how 
B 4 | the 


[ 24 ] 

the opinions of men may affect their con- 
dition hereafter, as ſuch an enquiry is quite 
beſide the preſent ſubject ; for every thinking 
man muſt allow that he whole life is directed 
by the precepts of the goſpel (whatever be 
his concluſions reſpecting its doctrines), will 
be a uſeful citizen, a kind neighbour, and a 
faithful friend. —I have not the ſmalleſt per- 
ſonal knowledge of Dr. Prieſtley ; but I be- 
lieye many orthodox Chriſtians of his acquaint- 
ance would fay I had deſcribed him. It has 
often been obſerved that the antients never 
ſacrificed to heroes till the ſun was ſet; and 
I am ſure nature has not deſigned me for a 
panegyriſt; but when the employments of a 
man, from his genius and application perhaps 
more important to ſociety than thoſe of any 
other individual, are ſo rudely interrupted, 
I bluſh for the Britiſh character among the 
enlightened citizens of Europe, who will 
ſurely conclude that we have not loſt all the 
ferocity of our painted anceſtors —Mr. C. 
remarks that Miniſters of Chriſt may in- 
© terfere as peace- makers; and that the diſ- 
% penſation of the goſpel is intended to correct 
«© the ſavage ferocious tempers of men: yet 
hear this gentle Chriſtian, who would on no 

account 
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account riſk his miniſterial ſanctity amidſt. 
the tumults of political diſcuſſion :—hear how 
a a diſciple of him, who when he was reviled, 
reviled not again,“ can treat the misfortunes 
{ of a man with whom he was never ſo con- 
nected as even to ſuppoſe an injury. 

After ſneering more than once at the man- 
ner in which Dr. Prieſtley has deſcribed his 
employments, he ſays, ©* Should a foreigner 
with his ſhip enter one of our harbours at 
« time when the inhabitants of the iſland 
were agitated by jarring opinions, you 
„ would judge it was his duty to make the 
4 beſt of the times, land his cargo, diſpoſe 
* of it, and retire quietly about his buſineſs. 
„Should he, inſtead of ſuch prudent con- 
duct, indiſcreetly meddle with matters out 
of his province, and a lawleſs rabble ſhould 
burn his ſhip, we ought to regret the un- 
e juſtifiable outrage; but we ſhould not won- 
der, becauſe he came out of his place. It 
& would greatly aggravate the offence of this 
„ buſy-body if he were tolerated not only to 
land from his ſhip the ſpices of Arabia, but 
* the moſt poiſonous drugs. This unre— 
e ſtrained liberty, abuſed to purpoſes hoſtile 
eto the general content of the nation, muſt 
leſſen 


— 
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eſſen the pity which humanity, under every 
„ ſpecies of ſuffering, claims. After all, 
* ſhould this meddling captain ſay the 
* burning of his ſhip was perſecution for 
* righteouſneſs ſake, we muſt bewail the 
« infatuation in which his folly terminates.” 
Merciful guardian of my life, if in the pro- 
greſs of my journey I muſt fall among robbers, 
let the prieſt and the Levite paſs on which 
fide they pleaſe, but O deliver me from the 
oil and the wine of ſuch a good Samaritan! 

As Mr. C could quote the apoſtle's 
ſeaſonable advice to the Chriſtian bondmen 
at Corinth, without beſtowing a wiſh on the 
hapleſs victims of our barbarous commerce; 
and as he could find no employment in the 
government for unprivileged citizens, but 
giving wiſdom to generals, and valour to 
troops, by their private devotions, I could not 
expect him to venerate the character of 
Doctor Price, whoſe life was devoted to 


the cauſe of univerſal happineſs, and whoſe 


joy was exalted to rapture by a hope that 
the ſcourge of war would ſoon be tranſ- 
formed into the olive of peace. Yet I 
wonder how any perſon of ſerious thought 
could allow himſelf to inſult the memory of 
. a man, 
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a man, whoſe excellent diſſertations on the 


moſt intereſting ſubjects have ſo long edified 


Chriſtians of various perſuaſions. Doctor 
Price is beyond the reach of cenſure or ap- 


plauſe, but ſurely his name will ſurvive 
among the benefactors of mankind, and the 
children of a diſtant age, improved by the la- 


bours and example of his life, ſhall riſe up 
and call him bleſſed. 


If a merchant aſked me on the Exchange, 


Whether 1 believed the divine miſſion of 
: Chit, as truth is the ſame in every place, I 
' ſhould not refer him to the meeting-houſe 
for ſatisfaction. But our author, becauſe he 
was not ſpeaking in the Houſe of Commons, 
Waves a reply to this queſtion, which he 
puts in behalf of his audience. Do you 
mean, Sir, to inculcate the long exploded 
doctrine of non-reſiſtance and paſſive obe- 
„ dience?“ As he refuſes to anſwer his own 
enquiry, I fear he would not ſatisfy mine; 


elſe I would aſk why we may ſpeak of am- 
baſſadors, maſters, and fathers, in common 
with the ſacred writers, and yet muſt not 


Call a diſtinguiſhed patriot an apoſtle of liberty: 
I would farther enquire, whether it be not 
- enthuſiaſm, or ſomewhat worſe, to pray for 
bleſſings, 


( 28 ] 


bleſſings, which we expect by the inſtrumen- 
tality of men, when we cannot conſcien- 
tiouſly do any thing to procure them ; to aſk 
wiſdom for cabinets, without attempting to 
improve political inſtitutions, or, in the ſtyle 
of our author, to diſturb what is at reſt?” 
But whither am I rambling? for though the 
rancorous ſpirit of a dark age has once ariſen 
to inſpire a pulpit with ſentiments more fo- 
reign to the genius of the goſpel than the 
moſt minute political diſcuſſion, yet, alas! 
for our further information, the oracle is 
now dumb for ever! 

In the eighth page of his Introduction our 
author ſpeaks of Diſſenting Miniſters who, 
„having reaſon to believe that ſome of our 
“ reformers were influenced by enmity a- 
« gainſt the doctrinal articles of the eſta- 
% bliſhed church, and the orthodoxy of her 
&« liturgy, could not facrifice their pious re- 
„ oard to truth, though in a church they 
had ſeparated from, to the policy of men 
& who, with reſpect to God our Saviour, 
* only conſult to caſt him down from his 
« excellency;“ and adds, “ Should appli- 
cation be again made to parhament, the 
* members of that auguſt aſſembly may be 


& aſſured 
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aſſured the Diſſenters are not unanimous 
in deſiring a repeal of the Teſt and Cor- 
poration Acts. I know many of the firſt 
character and opulence who, all things 
conſidered, wiſh that what 1s at reſt may 
not be diſturbed.” 


I always imagined that divine truth de- 


- pended for its ſupport not on ** the wiſ- 


A 


dom of man, but on the power of God;“ 
yet it ſeems, by this truly pious reaſon for 
abridging the rights of citizens, that Chriſ- 
tianity muſt be defended by the explications 


of ſchoolmen ; and that it is an employment 


worthy of wiſdom to fix a garden paliſade 
round an impregnable fortreſs —Mr. C. has 
not yet ſpoken in the Houte of Commons, 


but he has a fairer chance of being heard in 


that aſſembly than you or I ſhall ever have; 
for there is a diſtinguiſhed ſenator, whoſe 
capacious mind is enriched by the treaſures of 
modern as well as antient learning, but who 
in politics is a rigid antiquary, and would not 
diſturb the 1 even to recover the inſcrip- 
tion. He is tremblingly alive all o'er” at 


the bare ſuſpicion of danger to the Church of 


England, or the hoary Matron of Rome; and 
cannot 
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cannot fail to give the curious paragraphs I 
have quoted a place in that ſplendid Phillipic 
againſt innovation, which we ſhall expect 
whenever we again petition for juſtice. They 
will ſurely be read from the Sermon of an 
eminent miniſter, who generouſly ſpeaks for 
the © Diſſenters as a body, without trou- 
bling them to give him a commiſſion, and 
who, in order of time and perſonal import- 
ance, is ſecond only to the Rev. Mr. John 
M n, a gentleman who not only hugs 
his chains, but is delighted with their jingle, 
eſpecially ſince the mitred chariot halted at 
his gate. | 


« Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.“ 


But I am weary of the ſubject, and have 
anſwered your enquiry in ſuch a haſty 
manner as the engagements of a counting- 
houſe would permit. With Mr. Clayton 1 
never had the ſlighteſt intercourſe; but I 
muſt lament that any perſon who profeſſes 
to revere the dictates of inſpired wiſdom,” 
ſhould appear to forget, that one grand prin- 
ciple of the religion of Chriſt is good-will 
to men.“ 

That, 
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That, amidſt all our diſagreements, we 
may ſtudy the things that make for peace, 
and whereby one may edify another, I know 
is your firſt wiſh as a citizen and a Chriſtian, 


and I hope will ever be the deſire of your 


affectionate friend, 


THE END, 
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